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of being followed rigidly, and the Council itself had
been forced to do a considerable amount of interpreting
in order to make them imply what had become the
subsequent intentions of the Government. De Lesseps
had been authorised in so many words to " be guided
by circumstances," and he could not therefore justly
be blamed for having done so. He had acted through-
out in the spirit not only of his written instructions,
but of those given verbally to him, and of the public
speeches made by members of the Government before
the National Assembly,
The unmerited censure was so obviously inspired by
the requirements of political manoeuvering that De
Lesseps in disgust resigned from a diplomatic service
from which he had been more or less suspended. He
retired into private life, and for five years the world
heard little of him. During this period he acted as
land-agent to his mother-in-law, who was in affluent
circumstances. At his suggestion she bought a large
tract of land in the Berry district, which he put into
cultivation, and built on it a model farm. He also
restored an ancient castle which had once belonged
to Agnes Sorel.
To many a man in the late forties, who had already
lived a full life of service and adventure, this might
have been the end. But with De Lesseps it was only
his Midian.